[bookmark: _heading=h.btpq6eljusft]Maryland Commission on Disabilities
[bookmark: _heading=h.seupgo5p5yct]Meeting Minutes – January 22, 2026

Dave Drezner
Douglas Smith
Claudine Paxton
Adam Hayes
Isabella Shycoff
Bonnie Swenor
Chris M Hale
Irene Souada
Veronica D Steele
Sandra Bastinelli
John Michaels
Nicole Webb
John Michaels
Ande Kolp

MDOD Staff: 
Carol Beatty 
Anne Blackfield 
John Brennan
Jade Gingerich
Ellis Sardorian

	[bookmark: _heading=h.qp3anyd5z4p6]Welcome and Approval of Minutes – Van Brooks


Previous minutes 2025 minutes were approved with a couple of changes. Commissioners entered their names in the chat. 

	[bookmark: _heading=h.m2hhz6kqwiwu]Presentation on Office of Disability and Employment and Advancement Policy – Jade Gingerich, ODEAP


Highlights (see handout attached)
· ODEAP serves people across all disabilities to support employment 

	[bookmark: _heading=h.z6bbk03xgb4a]Presentation on Legislation – Anne Blackfield, MDOD


Highlights (see handout attached)
· MDOD shared 18 bills on their tracking list, including
· Elections - Plain Language
· SB0029
· HB0044
· Voting for Elderly/Disabled
· SB0073
· Paratransit
· HB0058
· Surveillance in Classrooms
· SB0051

	[bookmark: _heading=h.1j20x31d4l8a]IT Accessibility Corps Program – John Brennan, MDOD


Highlights (full presentation attached)
· Maryland Department of Service and Civic Innovation (MDSCI) has a service program called Maryland Corps to support people entering the workforce
· MDOD has a partnership with MDSCI to support young people learning and working on digital accessibility through Maryland Corps

	[bookmark: _heading=h.p5vpct91ih6d]Alliance and Commission Updates – led by Van Brooks



Alliance
Douglas Smith (Baltimore County)
· Baltimore County Commission is working on connecting people with the resources available to them.  
· Includes working with Parks and Recreation on accessibility in parks.  
· Also mentioned working with the library to share what is available.  
Tonya Gilchrist (Montgomery County)
· County Executive added funding more care for respite care service
· Priorities: ADA compliance and care giving resources.  
· New IDD commission, also on this call
Marchesa Whittington Charles (Charles County)
· Working on survey, details will be shared with Howard County
Dave Drezner (Frederick County)
· Made a PSA on accessible parking for the county, invited to make another one by government
Commission
· Dr. Bonnie Swenor, Professor and founder of Disability Center at Johns Hopkins, added
· Isabella Shycoff from Department of Aging present
Irene Souada
· Is concerned about how current political and funding circumstances affect direct support services
· DDA budget cuts makes sense, however is concerned about the impacts on caregiving
· Discusses feeling as though DDA and GOC is open to negotiation on the proposal
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Meeting adjourned.
