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	Welcome and Approval of Minutes - Van Brooks



Minutes were approved with no changes. Commissioners entered their names in the chat. Alliance members introduced themselves.

	State Disabilities Plan – Deputy Secretary Lisa Belcastro


Highlights (full presentation attached)

Purpose of the State Plan: To create a seamless, effective, and coordinated delivery system of state services and to ensure compliance with the ADA and other relevant provisions.

2023-2023 Plan Progress Highlights:
· Self-Direction – Self Directed Waiver participants have significantly increased.
· Financial Well-Being – Secured 9.9 million grant to enhance transition services.
· Health and Wellness- Partnered to created innovative framework promoting inclusive playgrounds
· Maximizing Resources – Over 2 million to improving accessibility across MD State Government
· Accessible Communications – Provided training to state agencies to promote accessible social media communication.

Current 2024-2027 State Plan Development
· External Analysis and Internal Analysis have been completed. MDOD staff conducted several town hall meetings across the State. State agencies provided information about current and new services they have.
· Next steps are to create a strategic direction, develop goals and objectives and defining the plan metrics.  The plan will be written and published in July 2024 and therefore move into the implementation phase.  Participants were separated into breakout rooms for discussion on the State Plan
BREAKOUT ROOM DISCUSSION SUMMARY:
· Access to services is a barrier due to lack of funding, staff, and education for families of individuals with disabilities
· Priority needs are employment, accessibility, support for mental health, clinicians, and training for staff. Need for better self-direction support.
· Better support and services for people with disabilities in rural areas, including transportation, access to specialists and accessible and affordable housing. 

	2024 Legislative Presentation – Deputy Secretary Lisa Belcastro


Highlights (full presentation attached)
· Legislative session began on January 10th and will end April 8th.
· Individuals are encouraged to participate in the process by attending a bill hearing, tracking through the MGA website, engage with your legislators via email and virtually events with disability-related organizations.
· Prefilled Bills of Interest to the Disability Community
· HB215 – Attendant Care Program (Departmental)
· HB32 – Income Tax- Caregiver Tax Credit
· HB39 – Residential Service Agencies – Reimbursement – Personal Assistance Services
· HB60 – Rehabilitation Services – Disability – Definition
· HB63 – Property Tax – Credit for Dwelling House of Disabled Veterans
· HB98 – Deafblind Co-Navigation Services
· HB167 – Public Schools – Student Health – Certificate of Dental Health

	Alliance and Commission Updates – led by Van Brooks/Doug Smith






Doug Smith (Baltimore County)
· Bette Ann Mobley gave presentation on MD529 at last Alliance meeting in September
· County Executive presented Ben Dubin and Terry Parish with lifetime achievement awards
· Michael Tan, Director of Alternative Education at CCBC has been appointed new vice-chair for the Baltimore County Commission on Disabilities.
· Working on making new park plans accessible.
Veronica Davilla-Steele (PG County)
· PG completed listening 3 listening questions and will provide a full report on the website.
Greg Schukman – (Howard County)
· Recommended that interested parties go to Census.gov to look at the disability data according to the latest census report.
Irene- (Montgomery County)
· Thanked Lisa Belcastro for attending their community event. Representatives from DDA, DORS and Independence Now, and United Healthcare were in attendance.
Dominque Sessa 
· Hosting a town hall at the Bay Area Center for Independent Living
Katherine Jones
· Kennedy Krieger will be visiting the Eastern Shore on February 20th to form a stronger partnership

	Adjournment



Meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m.

