Ethan Saylor Alliance Steering Committee 
Teleconference
Wednesday, October 11, 2023
Meeting Agenda

Members present: Erica Wheeler, Stephanie Dolamore, Amanda Mummert, Patti Saylor, Secretary Carol Beatty, Beth Benevides, Bob Wagner

Guests present:	Kim McKay (MDOD), Shelly McLaughlin (PFA), Eric & Linda Carpenter-Grantham (Blue Runway for Autism), Lynn and Don Myers, Leah Saal

Guest Presentation, Linda and Eric Carpenter-Grantham, Blue Runway for Autism

Blue Runway for Autism presented their ideas for safe interactions between people with disabilities and law enforcement: cards or “labels” that can be used voluntarily to identify disabled people, or an item on an ID or driver’s license. They have been in contact with county-level police departments, legislators, and the University of Maryland among others. Other ideas discussed included a 9-1-1 registry for dispatchers. The leadership asked for the Alliance’s support and partnership. Ideas and suggestions were shared. The org can be contacted at: BlueRunwayForAutism@gmail.com

PCTC updates: new training objectives, Bob Wagner
PCTC experienced a change in leadership; Al Liebno is no longer with the Commission, so they are experiencing significant staffing changes. Last Wednesday, the PCTC approved a list of new proposed training objectives. They will go into effect July 1, 2024. This will provide time for the training academies to update their curriculum. Training objectives will need to be performed through scenario-based exercises moving forward to demonstrate mastery of the skill as opposed to test questions. These objectives aren’t posted publicly yet but will be posted on mdle.net eventually. Some objectives have an asterisk next to them and this indicates which ones entry-level officers need to master. Bob noted that these objectives are for entry-level police officers only and that it is possible for recruits not to pass their competencies.
Recap/Update of Community Impact & Other Grants, All
Final reports are still being gathered for all projects that were funded by the Alliance. Barrier-Free has not yet completed or scheduled its funded project with the Sykesville Police Department. 
· Three mock traffic stops with Pathfinders for Autism: Harford (164 participants), Prince George’s (120 participants) and Washington (54 participants) Counties (report forthcoming)
· Two pool parties with Howard County Autism Society
· Two picnics with the Arc Howard County
· One mock traffic stop and luncheon with the Arc Frederick County: Frederick City Police requested a mock traffic stop for their new recruits from PFA. Shelly connected them with the Arc of Frederick County and learned that the Arc was funded for an activity through the Saylor Alliance. PFA conducted their 
· One K-9 unit demonstration with the Arc Carroll County
· Loyola’s Entry-level training with Department of Natural Resources (report provided)

Department Updates, Jennifer Eastman, MDOD

Statue language and scope of work abilities: At the last meeting, Steering Committee members changed their course of action to introduce legislation altering the statute to have a cross-disability focus. Jennifer did receive clarification from MDOD’s Assistant Attorney General that awards could continue to be made in the spirit of the impact grants. While they can have a cross-disability focus, they must include people with IDD.

Website and Outreach Materials: The website is scheduled for launch in early 2024.

Community Impact Grants 2024 cycle: The Alliance has received feedback that grants must be spent or otherwise assigned by June 30th of every year. This will prove challenging and the group discussed issuing two rounds of grants. MDOD will need to work internally to make awards wit in one fiscal year with funding in the next fiscal year.
Action item: create document to disseminate in advance of December meeting to solicit feedback on funding allotments and tiers

Leadership and training development for people with IDD, All
How can we fund projects that prepare and support people with IDD to be trainers? Or to get involved in first responder training?
How do we respond to people with IDD who are interested in getting involved?

This agenda item was tabled because of time constraints.

Minutes compiled by Amanda Mummert and Jennifer Eastman					
