Ethan Saylor Alliance Steering Committee 
Teleconference
Wednesday, April 12, 2023
Meeting Minutes
Google Meet joining info
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/tjm-qkdm-dcm
Or dial: (US) +1 475-343-3203‬ PIN: 920 302 709‬#‬‬

Members present: Amanda Mummert, Carol Beatty, Beth Benevides, Erica Wheeler, Patti Saylor, Stephanie Jones, Stephanie Dolamore

Guests present: Shelly McLaughlin, Don and Lynn Myers

Jennifer did not have the February meeting minutes completed for review and approval; therefore, they will be deferred for approval to June’s meeting.

Community Impact Grants - Responses and Status
On March 27, 2023, some members of the Steering Committee convened to review the 11 applications submitted for Community Impact Grants. Three applications were approved outright while the others required more information or clarification. Jennifer sent all of these emails except for one. One applicant will be meeting with Secretary Beatty and Jennifer on 4/19 and involves deaf competencies in the model curriculum. Stephanie Dolamore requested participation in that discussion. Many applicants provided the clarification requested while another regretted needing to withdraw its application due to competing demands.

Pathfinders for Autism’s application was the subject of conversation during the meeting and one of its employees was in attendance. She agreed to drop off the call while the committee discussed its application. 

Reporting Requirements for Grantees
Official letters haven’t been issued yet due to Jennifer requesting guidance from the committee on reporting requirements. Due to the small nature of the awards, many wanted the reporting process to be less burdensome. Suggestions for reporting requirements include
· Tying the report to the questions posed in the application: who was involved (the estimated number of people with I/DD meaningfully participating, the law enforcement partner and/or other first responder entity), when the event took place and how long it lasted; how were people with I/DD meaningfully involved in the planning and/or implementation of the proposed project
· What obstacles were encountered, if any?
· What are some lessons learned and what would be done differently next time?
· Report should be submitted to MDOD 45 days after the event

Outreach and Materials for Purchase
We have funding in the budget to purchase outreach materials. What are things that people like to receive?
· Pens, pins, patches, and stickers
· Fidget spinners
· Cups
· Grocery bags and backpacks (request smaller number of expensive items as giveaways)

Website Status
Hatcher Design Office was provided two of the four outreach materials for formatting. She has asked for pictures to enhance the appearance of both the outreach materials and the website. Jennifer requested pictures from Loyola and Pathfinders. Jennifer will also be compiling a list of articles and news coverage on the work of the Alliance and provide it to HDO for inclusion in the website. 

The Arc MD's Report/911 Flagging Legislation
At the end of last fiscal year, MDOD received a grant proposal from the Arc Maryland to convene a multi-stakeholder group to evaluate other courses of action the state can do to improve the safety of people with I/DD in their communities and with law enforcement. The interventions being evaluated include 911 Flagging registries, silver alerts, and the MVA voluntary disability disclosure card. The latter was passed in a previous legislative session, but hasn’t really seen much traction. Following the group’s meetings, the Arc would draft a report to MDOD and it would include recommendations on the improvement and expansion of the Saylor Alliance. This report was due sometime in November, but when MDOD followed up on its progress, it offered April 12th as a date. Jennifer, being included in the workgroup’s correspondence, received a draft report on April 11th and will forward the final report to the Steering Committee once it’s released. 
There was legislation this past session to make the 911 Flagging Registry statewide, but it didn’t get out of the opposite chamber in time.
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