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September 21, 2016 
Advisory Council Members in Attendance: 
Carolynette Scott, DLLR Representative
Trish Foley, CIL Representative
Melissa Day, DORS Representative
Sara Steege, MDLC Representative 
Regina Lee, Consumer Representative 
Laura Corbett, Consumer Representative (Conference call)
Jonathan Lasko (Conference call)


Program Staff in Attendance:
Jim McCarthy, Executive Director, MDTAP
Lori Markland, Director of Communications, Outreach & Development, MDTAP

	
Updates and News 
· Jim provided an update on staffing including the hiring of a new Assistive Technology Specialist.  Applications for this position have been received, reviewed and the interview process will begin in the next few weeks. In addition, Jim is carefully monitoring whether there is a need to seek part-time staff to manage some of the office duties and fiscal management but the AT specialist will certainly start first. Jim also noted that Denise will begin focusing more heavily on equipment reuse activities, supporting the Equipment Link website, and developing reuse initiatives as they are tied to the Maryland Department of Aging’s No Wrong Doors grant.
· Jim also noted that the Assistive Technology Loan Program (ATLP) is accepting resumes of those interested in joining the ATLP Board of Directors. If anyone is interested in joining, they should reach out to Tanya Goodman, Director of the ATLP. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lori shared an update on the launch of the Statewide Portable Ramp Access Project, noting the official launch was September 12th and that program has lent out 6 ramps with an additional 3 in process. A waiting list has been established for this program, and Lori shared the process for how ramp requests are received through MDTAP and distributed via the CILs. 
· Jim provided an update on a newly established grant with the MD Department of Aging focused on providing in-depth AT Services training to all MAP staff. Lori and Denise will be providing this training, developing additional curriculum for the MDoA Training Institute, and compiling am advisory committee focused on equipment reuse. The idea behind this grant is to provide streamlined access to AT services and equipment, including a more robust equipment reuse program in Maryland, as it pertains to greater relationships with loan closets and Medicaid. Regina Lee on the Advisory Council has agreed to help with this initiative as she has some loan closet connections and would like to help facilitate future meetings. 
· Jim also noted that it is the end of the federal fiscal year and the program will continue spending down its FY16 funds. Thus, new equipment will be purchased and available in the AT Library before the end of 2016. 

Advisory Council Updates and Reminders
· The next Advisory Council meeting will be in January, date to be determined. 





