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May 17, 2016 
Advisory Council Members in Attendance: 
Carolynette Scott, DLLR Representative
Trish Foley, CIL Representative
Meredith Ritchie, Consumer Representative
Joshua Irzyk, MSDE Representative
Melissa Day, DORS Representative
Sara Steege, MDLC Representative (Conference call)
Regina Lee, Consumer Representative (Conference call)
Laura Corbett, Consumer Representative (Conference call)


Program Staff in Attendance:
Jim McCarthy, Executive Director, MDTAP
Lori Markland, Director of Communications, Outreach & Development, MDTAP

	
Updates and News 
· Jim reviewed recent staff changes including Joel moving on to work for the NFB and Provi moving on to work for the Department of Taxation and Assessments. Jim noted that the state will hire a new AT Specialist with Provi’s PIN and that Lori will assume Provi’s previous duties.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lori and Jim noted that MDTAP is the recipient of one of the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation high impact innovation grants. MDTAP was awarded $43,560 to establish the Statewide Portable Ramp Access Project. It was noted that partnerships with 4 local CILs have been established, contracts are being drawn with these CILs, and that MDTAP will be purchasing the ramps shortly. The hope is to have the project up and running by mid-August. Questions of liability and theft were raised. MDTAP noted that there will be a waiver of liability that each ramp loan recipient will sign, and that MDTAP will implement its same lending policies for this program as it has with its device loan program, establishing consumer responsibility for the ramps when they are on loan.
· Jim provide an update on his recent attendance at the CSUN conference and noted that there are a slew of new braille devices on the market and that MDTAP will keep a close eye on these as they become available to the public.  
· Lori provided an update on the current AT DIY project that is being established with UMBC. Specifically, a site visit has been conducted, an article about the students & SUCCESS program has been published, and an upcoming meeting with Professor Amy Hurst will look at 3 potential additional projects: DIY community workshops; “How-To Print your own AT” education series for providers; website housing AT print designs for a 3D printer. Next planning meeting will be held May 20th. 
· Lori provided an update on the mini grants that MDTAP issued in October 2015: HASA  conducted 7 demonstrations of the ProxTalker communication device; BACIL has purchased and loaned 7 modular ramps; IMAGE Center has almost completed its Accessible Kitchen and has conducted outreach and presentations of this kitchen (an Open House will be planned shortly); and Lollipop Kids Foundation has issued 34 long term equipment loans and completed the creation of its Board Maker lab (open house for the lab will be announced shortly).
·  Lori announced the creation of the Accessible Social Media presentation, and that this will be provided via webinar on June 9th. An additional Accessible Social Media presentation has been scheduled for July 12th at the RESNA Catalyst project annual director’s meeting.
· Jim mentioned the current inaccessibility issues of the new statewide timekeeping system called WorkDay. 
· Jim provided an update on the Accessibility in Higher Education Workgroup and noted that the interim report was submitted in December 2015. This report noted that most students are not being taught concepts in accessibility when studying IT-related majors. The final report is due to the General Assembly in June 2017. As an addendum to this conversation, the NFB is hosting a series of free accessibility boutiques at its Baltimore headquarters. More information on this has been posted on the NFB website and MDTAP Facebook page. 

Advisory Council Updates and Reminders
· The next Advisory Council meeting will be in September, date to be determined. 





