


Americans with Disabilities Act
25th Anniversary 


12:00 -1:00 p.m.      Program

National Anthem     Kimberly Jordan-Gaskins
                                   Ms. Wheelchair Maryland
Welcome                  Andrew Levy
                                   Maryland Commission on Disabilities
Remarks                    Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake
Remarks                    The Honorable Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.
25 Years of the ADA Photographic Presentation
ADA Then and Now:   A Panel Discussion 
Closing Remarks       Secretary Carol Beatty


1:00-2:00 p.m.            Lunch Reception

                                      




Sponsors

Chimes
City of Baltimore
Developmental Disabilities Council
Developmental Disabilities Administration 
Maryland Association of Community Services
Maryland Commission on Disabilities
Maryland Department of General Services
Maryland Department of Human Resources
Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation
Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services
Maryland Military Department
Maryland Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Maryland Relay
Maryland Stadium Authority
Maryland State Department of Education
Mid Atlantic ADA Center
The Arc of Baltimore
The Arc of Maryland
The Thomas Curtis Family Charitable Fund

July 26, 2015 is the 25th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) into law by President George H. W. Bush. This landmark piece of legislation was pivotal to ensure basic civil rights to individuals with disabilities in the United States.  Its major points covered equal access to communication, government, employment, community, and transportation. The ADA is one of America's most comprehensive pieces of civil rights legislation which prohibits discrimination and guarantees people with disabilities the same opportunities as everyone else to participate in the mainstream of American life.

Reception Performers

Benjamin Hoyt is a classically trained violinist with a hidden disability currently studying at the Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University. Ben has played the violin for 13 years, but only recently began experimenting with electric looping. When not practicing or street performing, Ben is a runner, DJ, break-dancer, guitarist, and booking agent.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kimberly Jordan-Gaskins was born and raised in Washington DC and attended the Duke Ellington School of the Performing Arts. She later matriculated to Kent State University majoring in Vocal Music Performance. Shortly after her first year of college, Kimberly was involved in an automobile accident which left her paralyzed from the waist down. She is currently serving as Ms. Wheelchair Maryland traveling the state and the nation representing others with disabilities. 
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