[image: ]Larry Hogan, Governor
Boyd K. Rutherford, Lt. Governor
Carol A. Beatty, Secretary
William J. Frank, Deputy Secretary

THE MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
REQUEST FOR GRANT PROPOSAL
Page 6

[bookmark: _GoBack]THE MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
REQUEST FOR GRANT PROPOSAL


Background & Definitions

The Maryland Technology Assistance Program (MDTAP), a program of the Maryland Department of Disabilities, is federally funded under the Assistive Technology Act of 2004 (P.L. 108-364) through the Association on Community Living (ACL) in the United States Department of Health and Human Services.  The Act charges MDTAP with providing a number of services to help Marylanders learn about and acquire assistive technology devices.  

Assistive technology is any device that helps a person with a disability live, work, learn, and play with greater independence.  Note that for the purposes of this RFP, assistive technology can include both low- and high-tech devices (with or without batteries, electricity, software, etc.); durable medical equipment; accessible information technology; and accessible telecommunications. 

MDTAP is seeking to expand its impact through collaboration with other organizations that serve persons with disabilities and seniors living in Maryland.  To support these collaborations, MDTAP will issue grant awards of $5,000 to qualified entities. 




Qualified Entities

MDTAP is soliciting grant proposals from:

(1)  non-profit organizations that serve Maryland residents with disabilities (children, adults, and/or seniors) 

(2) State and local government agencies that serve Maryland residents with disabilities (children, adults, and/or seniors) 


If presenting a proposal to create a demonstration or loan library, entities need not have an existing assistive technology inventory. MDTAP can provide assistance in selecting items to purchase for demonstration or loan. 



Grant Awards

The maximum amount of each grant will be $5,000. The number of grants issued by MDTAP will vary according to the availability of funds. Entities are allowed to submit up to three separate proposals (submission details below).




Grant Application Submission Guidelines

All grant proposals should be submitted via email to Jim McCarthy, ED,  jmccarthy@mdtap.org no later than August 31, 2015. 

If submitting a single proposal (for a maximum award of $5,000): 

Submit a 1-4 page letter on entity letterhead and signed by an authorized representative of the entity.  The letter should indicate the following: 

1. A brief description of the entity and an explanation of how it serves individuals with disabilities. 

2. The number of individuals with disabilities the entity has served, either directly or indirectly, in the past three years.  (If entity has not been in existence for more than three years, please indicate.) 

3. Identification of which program area the entity proposes to serve with the grant. Note that proposals may fall under multiple program areas (i.e., public awareness and training; demonstration and loan.) If submitting a proposal that falls under multiple program areas, please indicate.  

4. A specific description of the activity that the grant money will support. 

5. An estimate of the impact that the activity will have in supporting individuals with disabilities’ access to assistive technology devices.  This should, if possible, include an estimate of the number of individuals who will be served by the activity.  






If submitting multiple proposals (entities may submit up to three proposals for a total grant request of $15,000): 

Submit a single letter of no more than 12 pages, on entity letterhead, and signed by an authorized representative of the entity. The letter should indicate:

1. A brief description of the entity and an explanation of how it serves individuals with disabilities. 

2. The number of individuals with disabilities the entity has served, either directly or indirectly, in the past three years.  (If entity has not been in existence for more than three years, please indicate.) 

3. Identification of which program areas the entity proposes to serve with the grant(s). 

4. Specific descriptions of each activity that the grant(s) will support.  Note that entities can present up to three different activities that would be supported with up to three individual grant awards. Alternatively, multiple grants may be used to support the same activity. 

5. An estimate of the impact that the activity/activities will have in supporting individuals with disabilities’ access to assistive technology devices.  This should, if possible, include an estimate of the number of individuals who will be served by the activity.  
 
Please be advised that if submitting multiple grant requests for the same activity, the full amount may not be awarded (i.e., if submitting two proposals for a total of $10,000 to fund a single activity, it is possible that the grant awarded may be less than $10,000 if the entity is selected as a grantee.)  



Types of Activities Funded

Grant money can be put towards the following:
· Purchase of assistive technology devices that is demonstrated or loaned to individuals for short periods (ownership remains with the entity)
· Purchase of cleaning supplies for used devices
· Rent/storage costs of devices
· Personnel costs for staff responsible for activity (including wages, travel expenses, relevant education or training) 
· Activity operations costs (including telecommunications, webinar services, ASL interpreter services) 
· Activity publication costs (including printing/photocopying, postage, Braille translation) 

Activities not listed here will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Grant money cannot be used to directly purchase assistive technology devices or durable medical equipment for individuals. 

Grant Activity Duration

The grant money may be used towards a single event or an ongoing project/activity. The event must fall between October 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016.  The start-date of the ongoing project/activity must be no later than April 1, 2016 (if not currently underway.) 

 


Program Areas

The activities MDTAP seeks to support through the grant fall under the following program areas: 

[bookmark: I65BA8A604BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;43e70000a9743]1. Device reutilization programs. 
[bookmark: I65BA8A614BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BA8A624BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;4dc30000125e2]This includes any program that provides for the exchange, repair, or other reutilization of assistive technology. Devices may be collected and redistributed through sales, loans, rentals, or donations. Grant funds may be used to support these programs, including purchase of cleaning supplies or put towards storage costs. Grant funds may not be used to directly purchase devices for donation to individuals. 

2. Device loan programs.
[bookmark: I65BA8A634BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BA8A644BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;5d66000023be5]This includes any program that provides short-term loans of assistive technology devices to individuals, employers, public agencies, or others seeking to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities, including students and senior citizens. Grant funds may be used to purchase new assistive technology devices to loan; legal ownership of the devices must remain with the grantee entity. Grant funds may also be put towards administration, device storage and maintenance, or personnel costs, including assistive technology-related education or training for responsible staff.  An entity need not have an established assistive technology inventory to submit a proposal; MDTAP can provide assistance in selecting items to purchase for loan. 

[bookmark: SR;2992]3. Device demonstration programs.
[bookmark: I65BA8A654BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;f7610000e3ba5][bookmark: I65BA8A664BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BA8A674BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;aaac000003954]This includes programs that demonstrate a variety of assistive technology devices. The goal of these demonstrations is to help individuals make informed choices regarding the devices.  Grant funds may be used to purchase new assistive technology devices to demonstrate; legal ownership of the devices must remain with the grantee organization. Grant funds may also be put towards administration, device storage and maintenance, or personnel costs, including AT-related education or training for responsible staff. An organization need not have an established assistive technology inventory to submit a proposal; MDTAP can provide assistance in selecting items to purchase for demonstration. 
[bookmark: I65BAB1714BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;4b250000f9dd6][bookmark: I65BAB1754BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;7cc7000042b95]
4. Alternative financing for assistive technology devices. 
[bookmark: I65BA3C434BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BA3C444BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;a33d0000ae914][bookmark: I65BA3C454BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;741b000048aa5]This includes activities that assist individuals’ acquisition of assistive technology devices. This assistance could include helping individuals or entities secure new devices at a reduced cost, or apply to Federal, State, and private funding sources.  Grant funds cannot be used to directly purchase devices or services on behalf of individuals, but may be used towards support and administration of a program to provide such direct payment.  

5. Training.
[bookmark: I65BAB1764BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;df2b000045381][bookmark: I65BAD8814BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BAD8834BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BAD8844BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BAD8854BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BAD8864BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD]This includes activities designed to promote awareness of: Federal, State, and private funding sources available to assist individuals and entities in acquiring assistive technology; how to create accessible websites or documents; how to use specific types of assistive technology devices; integrating assistive technology into the development and implementation of service plans, including any education, health, discharge, Olmstead, employment, or other plan required under Federal or State law. 
Trainings may be in-person, performed remotely via video link, or recorded for later distribution. Grant funds may go towards administration of programs, including purchase of promotional materials, telecommunications costs, travel expenses, or other resources needed to support the cost of disseminating information. Grant funds may be put towards personnel costs and continuing education or training expenses of responsible staff. 
[bookmark: I65BAFF914BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD]
6. Public Awareness.
[bookmark: I65BAFF964BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BB26A04BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD]This includes activities that provide information to individuals and entities relating to the availability, benefits, appropriateness, and costs of assistive technology devices and assistive technology services. Public awareness activities may include presentations or exhibits at public events; the creation, production, and distribution of print or electronic information materials; one-on-one information and referral services delivered over phone, email, mail, or in-person to provide individuals and entities with information about assistive technology devices and services.  Grant funds may go towards the purchase of assistive technology devices to exhibit at public events (ownership must remain with entity, not individuals.) Grant funds may go towards administration of programs, including purchase of promotional materials, telecommunications costs, travel expenses, or other resources needed to support the cost of disseminating information. Grant funds may be put towards personnel costs. 

Priority Program/Topic Areas
Entities may submit proposals under any of the above program areas.  Priority may be given to programs that support reuse, trainings/technical assistance for web accessibility. 

Priority Constituents
[bookmark: I65BAFF934BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BAFF944BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD]All applicants must serve individuals with disabilities, either through direct service or by supporting those who provide direct service.  Priority may be given to proposals that seek to support students with disabilities (as defined by IDEA) that receive transition services; and adults who are individuals with disabilities maintaining or transitioning to community living. 
[bookmark: I65BAFF954BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;99b200004e854]
Deliverables
[bookmark: I65BB26A14BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: I65BA63504BD711DFBF1E8ACCC978BEFD][bookmark: SP;28570000fe241]Grantees will be required to keep minimal data on the individuals served through the activity supported by the grant. The information required will be specified by MDTAP and will be tailored according to the activity performed. The terms and frequency of data submission will be negotiated with the grantee upon the issuing of the grant.
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