Maryland Commission on Disabilities

Thursday, May 14, 2015
4:00 p.m.

MDOT Headquarters
7201 Corporate Center Drive
Hanover, MD

Present: Denise Camp, Richard Davis, Patricia Heagy, Nancy Jenkins, Kavita Krishnaswamy, Mark Leeds, Andrew D. Levy (Chair), Karen-Ann Lichtenstein, Sen. Karen Montgomery (Scott Travers), Ronza Othman, Denise Thomas; MDOD: Carol A. Beatty, Anne Blackfield, William J. Frank

Secretary’s Report
On May 12, the Task Force on the Maryland ABLE Act (SB 761) and the Ethan Saylor Alliance for Self-Advocates as Educators (HB 853) were signed into law. MDOD is staffing both. 

MDOD is collaborating with other agencies to pursue federal funds to support postsecondary options for students with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Planning for the ADA Anniversary will continue under the leadership of MDOD. MDOD is getting a new Director of Outreach and Communications, Carrie McGraw, who is starting in June. 

The Secretary introduced Bill Frank as the new Deputy Secretary.
Membership Updates
Because of term limits, there will be six vacancies as of July 1, 2015:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One member with a physical disability
· Two members with disabilities
· One member with an intellectual disability
· One parent of a child with a disability

MCOD members are also needed to fill MCOD-specific vacancies on:
· The Interagency Transition Council for Youth with Disabilities
· Assistive Technology Loan Program Board

The Chair appointed a Nominating Committee to recommend candidates to fill the vacancies consisting of Andy Levy, Lauren Young, Marty Lampner, Nancy Jenkins, and Richard Davis. 
Meeting Schedules and Structure
The members in attendance confirmed the proposed meeting schedule of five meetings per year, with one of those meetings being a joint meeting with the Alliance.  The tentative topics that will be discussed during these meetings are: housing, employment, transportation, and health care.  

State Disability Plan Revision 
There will be four town hall meetings starting in the fall, which will be hosted in partnership with local commissions on disabilities and Centers for Independent Living. An online survey will also be circulated among Maryland’s disability community. 
Updates 
Kavita Krishnaswamy provided updates on a project involving remote robot technology that she will share with the Commission via email.
Richard Davis provided updates on the Arc’s involvement with legislation relating to non-discrimination in organ donation, the ABLE Act, and the Ethan Saylor Alliance.
Denise Camp will share information with the Commission about the On Our Own conference (June 4-5). 
The Meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m.
