GOVERNOR’S INTERAGENCY TRANSITION COUNCIL FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES
Executive Order 01.01.2007.13


January 13, 2015
Meeting Minutes

 
IATC Members in Attendance:  
MDOD (Co-Chair)			Carol Beatty 
Anne Blackfield
MSDE- DORS (Co-Chair)		Sue Page  
Michelle Stewart
MSDE- DORS				Adele Connolly 
MSDE-DSE/EIS			Christy Stuart
					Joyce Serio 
MSDE-DCTAL				Mary O’Connor
MSDE-DOSFSS			Walter Sallee 
DJS					LaSandra Diggs
DHR					Carlton Fonville (Shannon McRae)
DHMH-DDA				Patricia Sastoque
DHMH-MHA				Mona Figueroa 
DLLR					Carolynnette Scott 
DLLR-GWIB				Diane Pabich (absent)
GOC					Christina Drushel 
MDTAP				Jim McCarthy 
MHEC					Geoffrey Newman
Glennis Daniels-Bacchus (Sariya Winters, Renata Zgorski)
MCOD					vacant

[bookmark: _GoBack]Members-at-large			Cathy Lyle (Rachel London)
	Shelly Allred (absent) 
Jeanne Furman
Sarah Sorenson
Linda Schnapp
Joanna Falcone (absent)
DHMH-OGPSHCN			Mary Johnson-Price 

Guests:				Amy Seitz (DHR), Karen Lee (DDA) 



Presentation from Christy Stuart on MSDE’s Digital Portfolio Pilot

Christy Stuart, Secondary Transition Specialist at Maryland State Department of Education gave a presentation on the digital portfolio being piloted in schools in four counties by the Maryland State Department of Education. The digital portfolio (described in the attached PowerPoint) is an online platform that allows students, educators and others communicate and save documents related to the students’ school work and activities and, as applicable, documents relating to students’ Individualized Education Program. The project is being piloted with different age groups: Elkton Middle School in Cecil County – 14-year old students; Linganore High School in Frederick County – 16-year old students; Francis Scott Key High School in Carroll County – 18-year old students; Caroline High School in Caroline County – 20-21-year old students. The portfolio will likely be made available to students statewide on a voluntary basis in the 2017-2018 school year. Ongoing considerations include: making the portfolio available to students who do not have email addresses; how to preserve the information after students leave school; making the system compatible with other government systems that might be tracking students’ progress; ensuring that students have time during the school day or after school to update their portfolio.  


· The PowerPoint presentation on the Digital Portfolio  is attached to these minutes


Task Force to Study the Impact of Expanding Credit and Non-Credit Courses for Students with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 

Rachel London of the Developmental Disabilities Council gave a brief overview of the Task Force report, which was submitted by the Maryland Higher Education Commission to the General Assembly on January 1, 2016.  The Task Force report contains 18 recommendations for expanding access and programs for students with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

· The Task Force report is attached to these minutes



Project Updates: Conference 

The Professional Transition Institute will be held on March 11, 2016 at the Ten Oaks Ballroom in Clarksville, MD. Sponsorships have been received by DDA, DORS, MSDE, DLLR, DJS and MHEC. This year’s program, which is still being developed, will be targeted towards professionals and educators who work with transition-age youth. Registration information will be circulated soon.  

Project Updates: Local Transition Events

Harford County Public Schools received a $1,000 award to support its local transition event. There is still money available if other districts want to submit request. 


Project Updates: Strategic Plan

A new draft of the Interagency Transition Council Strategic Plan was circulated to members. The Strategic Plan Subcommittee will meet one more time to review the draft, and submit it for approval to the entire Council at the next meeting. 


Member Updates

Michelle Stewart (DORS) – Pre-employment Transition Services, mandated by the Workforce Investment Opportunities Act, has started for the current academic year. DORS has been receiving referrals for this services. Some local PETS workgroups have developed to identify existing services that can be altered to serve transition-age youth. Eight full-time positions have been added to DORS to work with students who have 2+ years of high school remaining before graduation 

Geoffrey Newman (MHEC) – MHEC has a new Acting Secretary, James Fielder. 

Shannon McRae (DHR) – Ms. McRae may be alternating with Carlton Fonville to represent DHR at the IATC meetings. She is working with students with intellectual and developmental disabilities who are transitioning out of foster care. 

Mona Figueroa (BHA) – Maryland Healthy Transitions(MD-HT):  After achieving the first year's enrollment and collecting data on participant progress we are enrolling participants to reach the target of the additional 80 we will serve this year. Transitional Age Youth Services (TAY):BHA funds 12 additional jurisdictions to provide evidence informed , specialized, developmentally appropriate services to young adults.  Early Intervention :  Maryland has used the 5% Set-Aside funds to create two additional First Episode teams based on the RAISE-IES model: OnTrack Maryland at Family Services in Montgomery County (http://www.fs-nc.org/services/programs/ontrack-maryland) and Johns Hopkins Early Psychosis Intervention Clinic/Maryland EIP (EPIC/MEIP) in East Baltimore.

Christina Drushel Williams (GOC) – GOC will release notification of funding for Local Management Boards. One funding category will be funds to support “reconnecting disconnected youth” – youth who are not in school and not working. 

Christy Stuart (MSDE) – The Maryland Coalition for Inclusive Education has hired staff to work on transition-related goals. Ms. Stuart will be getting a consultant (Joseph Anastasio) to help with transition-related projects, including finishing the Transition Guide. 

Linda Schnapp - Project Access has three events coming up: A parent-student information session (Saturday, January 23); a March 5 college fair; and the Project Access conference on April 28. 

Donna Harris (DHMH) – The Office of Genetics is working on a 5-year strategic plan. 

LaSandra Diggs (DJS) – DJS is working on a strategic plan that will be posted on the DJS website

Mary O’Connor (MSDE) - Karen Salmon is now Deputy Superintendent of Schools, so the Assistant Superintendent of College and Career Readiness is vacant. 

Carolynnette Snowden (DLLR) – DLLR is working on changes to youth programs mandated by the Workforce Investment Opportunities Act. The DLLR State Plan will be opened for public comment on January 15. 

Sarah Sorenson (Independence Now) - The Youth Leadership Forum (3-day overnight youth program held at Towson University) is scheduled June 23-25. It is free to participants and will accept up to 30 students. Applications are available. 

Rachel London – (Developmental Disabilities Council) - Cathy Lyle retired and Ms. London is now the Deputy Director. 

Anne Blackfield (MDOD) - MDOD will be posting disability-related bills on its website. It is also organizing the update of the State Disabilities Plan, and a stakeholder input survey will also be available on the website.

Karen Lee (DDA) - DDA has made changes to its waiver programs and data collection system. It is conducting strategic planning for all services.  DDA is no longer going to fund people who are designated “supports-only” (not eligible for full services due because they do not meet the definition of “developmental disability” for the purposes of receiving long-term services). This means people in the “supports-only” category will not be eligible to receive resource coordination – which may place more responsibility on transition coordinators. This change will impact 2,800 people on the DDA waiting list. 

Walter Sallee (MSDE) - Richard Scott retired and a replacement (as well as a replacement IATC member) is being located. 

Renata Zgorski (College of Southern Maryland) - CSM is working with three school districts to host a transition planning expo and conference (includes Charles, St. Mary’s and Calvert Counties.) 


Next Meeting

TBD
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