Task Force on Maryland’s ABLE Program

Tuesday, November 17
4:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

MDOT Headquarters
7201 Corporate Center Drive
Hanover, MD 21076

Task Force Members Present 
Hisham Amin, Anne Blackfield, Carol Beatty, Susanne Brogan, Sen. Brian Feldman (Frederica Struse),  Angela Fox, William Frank,  Steve Ross, Heather Sachs, Sen. Andrew Serafini, Stuart Spielman, Dana Tagalicod,  Kaitlyn Schulman, Lauren Shipley,  Mary O’Byrne, Del. Craig Zucker
Welcome and Introductions
The meeting began at 4:40 p.m. William J. Frank, Deputy Secretary of the Maryland Department of Disabilities and chair of the Task Force, welcomed Task Force members and members of the public.  Minutes were approved from the October 20, 2015 meeting.  

Secretary Beatty provided a brief welcome. 
Federal ABLE Legislation Updates 
Heather Sachs provided an overview of national activities. 35 states have enacted laws pertaining to the ABLE Act. Nebraska is the first state to announce on Thursday the selection of an administrator for their program in response to their RFPs. A few other states have RFPs out; Ohio will be announcing a program administrator soon. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Heather Sachs and Mary O’Byrne were part of a meeting with Social Security called by The Arc.  Social Security will be issuing their own guidelines (known as “POMS”) by the end of calendar year. Although Social Security has not released an official statement, they expressed a desire to align their regulations with the U.S. Treasury Department.  Several issues were discussed, including: (1) whether Social Security will consider reversing its original intent to count ABLE funds used for housing as “in-kind support and maintenance” – which would result as a reduction of benefits; (2) whether Social Security will object to special needs trusts making distributions to ABLE accounts; and (3) whether Social Security will consider a checking account tied to an ABLE investment account as part of the “ABLE umbrella” so long as the funds placed in the checking account can be tied through documentation to an ABLE account. 
Public Comment 
Denny Weikert provided comments.  He believes that having an ABLE account will allow people to more fully participate in society. He encouraged the Task Force to create a program that is as simple as possible so that people with ABLE accounts don’t experience significantly more administrative burden than other taxpayers.  Currently, taxpayers can be audited at any time, so it is up to the taxpayers to keep their own records; he believes ABLE participants should have the same flexibility.  Geographical diversity should also be a priority. Placing the program in one financial institution could make it difficult for people across the state to have face-to-face interactions with that institution. 
Draft Report Review
Comments were incorporated into the draft of the Task Force report, due December 1. 

