


Ethan Saylor Alliance Steering Committee
Meeting Minutes
June 1, 2016
Meeting held at: DDA Southern Region Office, 312 Marshall Ave, Laurel
Welcome and Introductions
Members present: Carol Beatty, Bernie Simons (phone), Dennis Murphey (phone), Elizabeth Benevides (phone), Erica Wheeler, Patti Saylor, Thomas Curtis, Teri Sparks, Brad Kauffman (phone), Thomas Whalen, Shannon Majoros
Guests present: Jaya Sawhney (Itineris), Gina Robinson (St. Elizabeth School), Albert Liebno (PCTC)
April meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.
Teri updated the committee on the status of the training monitoring workgroup. Due to a work transition, Teri has been unable to hold a conference call with the group of volunteers tasked to draft a monitoring document. The document is intended to be used as a tool for observers to monitor law enforcement trainings and assess how well they meet the objectives adopted by PCTC. Teri plans to accomplish this by the next meeting in August.
Jennifer shared a brief update on the procurement process. A new Request for Proposal (RFP) was being drafted for posting soon. A previous RFP that had been posted was canceled due to changes that needed to be made in the scope of work. As a result, it was decided to issue a new RFP instead of amending the other one. More information to follow.
Erica and Patti introduced Emily Iland, creator of the Be Safe curriculum, who was conducting a presentation for the Steering Committee via webinar platform.
Emily Iland presented on the Be Safe curriculum including the development process and how it’s gained momentum throughout the country.
Following Ms. Iland’s presentation, the Steering Committee engaged in an open discussion on how the curriculum can be used throughout the state to leverage what’s currently happening in MD around law enforcement and individuals with I/DD.
Some ideas that were discussed include:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Implementing schoolwide initiatives at the middle- and high- school levels
· Engage state and county transitioning youth coordinators to get them acquainted with curriculum
· Use curriculum for in-service trainings
· Involve residential, support and day program providers
· Link curriculum to DDA’s Community of Practice framework
· Train advocates to conduct interactive screenings
· Invite Emily Iland to present at MD Association for Community Services (MACS) conference
Emily will be conducting an interactive screening on Be Safe on the Eastern Shore coming up. Jennifer will share flyer with committee members.
Additional topics of discussion:
· Pathfinders has been receiving requests for training for first responders (the demand and need of expanding training outside law enforcement is apparent)
· The committee would benefit from an ongoing report from PCTC on trainings especially with the progress on in-service trainings
· Erica will be supporting Jennifer Beskid from PCTC on I/DD training for Department of Natural Resources personnel
· Secretary Beatty provided an update on the bill signings from the 2016 legislative session
· Patti is delivering a keynote presentation for the Arc of PA
· There’s a senator in NY that’s drafting legislation on law enforcement/first responder training which would make funding available through the Department of Justice
Minutes respectfully submitted by:
Jennifer Eastman




