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Welcome and Introductions
Members present: Carol Beatty, Bernie Simons (phone), Joanna Pierson, Elizabeth Benevides (phone), Erica Wheeler, Patti Saylor, Thomas Curtis, Teri Sparks, Brad Kauffman (phone)
Guests present: Thomas Whalen (Itineris), Shannon Majoros (Rise for Autism), Pippa Sykes (Itineris)
December meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.
Erica and Teri reviewed the content in the Commission’s 2015 final report which was developed by the Governor’s Office on Crime Control and Prevention. The purpose of the Commission was reiterated. Teri shared that the take-away from the report is that people with I/DD should be active members of law enforcement training. The Steering Committee and Alliance will now take the lead to implement the recommendations of previous Commission reports. Teri likened the report as “Marching Orders” for the committee in conjunction with the work of the Alliance. Eventually, the committee and Alliance can work to expand inclusion of people with I/DD in other facets of community life which were identified in one of the Commission’s annual report.
Patti and Secretary Beatty provided information on the 2016 legislative session.  Patti praised the work of Senators Hough and Young and Del. Krimm who were proactive with following up on legislation from last year’s session. Del. Krimm introduced a bill (HB22) which was also cross-filed on the Senate side and it addressed one of the recommendations in the 2014 Commission report. The recommendation states, “any new training programs established to improve the effectiveness of how individuals interact with people with intellectual and developmental disabilities must have strong evaluation and review components...” Following amendments, HB22 would require that PCTC’s curriculum be evaluated at least every 4 years or more by the Steering Committee and/or the Saylor Alliance. In addition, the bill removed representation from People on the Go and the MD Association of Boards of Education on the Steering Committee. Patti was present to testify during these bill hearings. HB22 and SB147 passed in both houses and is scheduled to be signed by the Governor. Secretary Beatty asked if anyone would be available to be present for the signing. Patti and Erica said they might be able to attend.
Jennifer shared that people have been expressing interest in membership of the committee. As a result, it was suggested during a co-chair conference call that the development of a protocol might be in order. Jennifer shared the developed protocol and no member had any concerns with adopting it and utilizing it as a guide. 
Erica shared her recent experience participating in a law enforcement training that seemed to focus on one disability type which was concerning to her. She was also concerned that the role plays weren’t engaging; they were just being read.
The committee discussed that because curriculum isn’t mandated, there is variability in how those objectives are incorporated into training curriculum. This reiterates that there is a need for monitoring. Teri suggested that a few committee members should do some field research on what trainings are available in their areas and to become familiar with the objectives and how they’re being delivered across the state. Teri suggested the development of a monitoring subcommittee and asked who might be interested in participating. Guests and committee members Tom W., Brad, Tom C., and Shannon M. expressed interest. Joanna shared that the monitoring piece is large part of the committee’s charge and that all members should try to attend a training. Beth asked if there will be a fidelity checklist to guide evaluation. Teri said that could be the work of the subcommittee to ensure everyone is evaluating training similarly. Beth asked if we’re welcoming feedback from agencies that are already providing the training. The subcommittee can also develop a survey for the participants to take and can also ask PCTC for the monitoring tool that has already been developed.
Action Steps: Subcommittee will develop checklist and materials used to do a training observation; coordinate and schedule committee members to attend training (all members are encouraged to attend a training); collaborate with PCTC to track schedule; ensure training is representative of trainings throughout the state; obtain survey feedback/responses following the training; possibly determine what objectives aren’t being met
Since the committee last met, a procurement subcommittee developed a request for proposal; it was posted; a pre-proposal teleconference was conducted; and the deadline for proposals is forthcoming (4/11). Jennifer reviewed timelines and deadlines for proposals. Joanna shared the strategy behind the proposal-making 3-$25,000 awards to organizations to field test strategies on how best to support self-advocate trainers. The subcommittee wanted to ensure that the task was not to develop curriculum since that’s already been established. It was realized that all the responsibilities under the proposal dilute the $75,000 allotment; the goal is a model which would be replicable across the state. By making awards in this manner, the committee will have 3 models from which to evaluate: we could pick one, parts from all three or something completely different. The subcommittee wanted to take the focus off of competition and put it on ideas. Jennifer suggested that once awards are made, the contractors can come to the June meeting and provide 10-15 minute presentation on their models.
Patti shared the latest developments nationwide and across the state regarding law enforcement training. The Department of Justice is developing curriculum; Patti is participating in a workshop on the Eastern Shore this summer which involves problem solving for law enforcement on the school bus; Patti is doing multiple webinars on curricula for implementation in other states; states are interested in the work of the Alliance; the Be Safe curriculum, an evidence-based curriculum out of CA which trains children with disabilities on best ways to interact with law enforcement, will be taught on the Eastern Shore in June. The committee discussed a potential partnership with the school systems especially with Transition Youth. Guest Shannon Majoros shared that her experience has been that high schools are open to it. Maybe the committee can reach out to MSDE for incorporation into schools systems? The committee can issue recommendations on the curriculum; PTAs might be interested; might want to get the trainer to do an information session for a June committee meeting; invite the regional SAs?
Teri shared that she was interviewed by an online publication, The Mighty, which contacted her to find more about the work of the Commission. She will share the article with the group.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:
Jennifer Eastman




