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Welcome and Introductions:
Members present in person: Carol Beatty, Dennis Murphey, Erica Wheeler, Thomas Curtis, Teri Sparks
Members present via conference call: Bernie Simons, Elizabeth Benevides, Jeannie Sturgess, Patti Saylor, Brad Kauffman, Mike Zeigler 
Meeting minutes from the November conference call were reviewed. Dennis Murphey wanted to clarify that although the training curriculum has been adopted for in-service law enforcement with an effective date of January 2016, PCTC has not yet incorporated the changes formally in its policies and procedures documents. This will be addressed in the New Year.
Steering Committee staff, Jennifer Eastman, shared that Jim Hendricks from the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention contacted her soliciting information for the development of the Commission for Effective Community Inclusion of Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 2015 final report. The last meeting of the Commission was held towards the end of March 2015. Mr. Hendricks was interested in the composition and progress of the Saylor Alliance Steering Committee. Jennifer drafted content for the report which will be disseminated to committee members upon its release.
Jennifer provided an update on procurement proceedings and conflicts of interest concerns. Staff from the Department of Disabilities met with representatives from the Developmental Disabilities Council to explore utilizing its grant process for administering funds to form the Saylor Alliance. It was revealed that the Council’s process would not circumvent the concerns over potential conflicts of interest. A conference call with Department staff, the Assistant Attorney General and the procurement liaison from the Department of Budget and Management was held shortly following the meeting with the Council. It was determined that, in the best interest of the Steering Committee, a procurement subcommittee shall be formed and consist of: Jennifer Eastman; John Brennan, Assistant Deputy Secretary and procurement officer of the Department; and Teri Sparks with two other committee members being approached. The procurement subcommittee will be responsible for content development of the Request for Proposal as well as evaluation of submitted proposals and making a recommendation of award. Most communication will be conducted via conference call until proposals are reviewed which will be done in person. The subcommittee’s activities will operate independently from the Steering Committee, but provide general information to the committee on progress.
Due to People on the Go’s (POG) expressed interest in responding to the proposal once it’s released, Mat Rice, POG’s representative on the committee, has recused himself and will no longer participate as a member. Secretary Beatty will not appoint another POG representative. Legislation may be introduced amending POG’s representation on the committee since it is specifically named in statute.
Teri led a discussion about ways the committee can contribute while procurement activities are underway. Rallying together volunteers who are self-advocates and disability professionals to participate alongside law enforcement trainers will continue the forward momentum that the committee is concerned about losing. The volunteers will not receive compensation, but may be given a certificate that acknowledges them as trainers. The committee shared names and organizations that expressed interest in the past and might want to volunteer. Teri will draft a letter that members can disseminate to their networks. It will need to be clarified, however, that any volunteer cannot be affiliated with an organization that intends to respond to the Request for Proposal. Dennis recommended that Teri contact Keith Warner of the Training Directors Association to obtain a list of upcoming trainings. It was also advised to contact Jennifer Beskid of PCTC to get a list of names of those individuals who attended the Train the Trainer sessions for the current curriculum.
The committee agreed that at this point in time meetings could occur every other month in person. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2016 from 1-3pm at the MD Department of Transportation Headquarters. In the event of a limited agenda, a conference call will be scheduled.
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